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SATAN, AN ANGEL OF LIGHT
Burt Jones

INTRODUCTION1

Why is it that when something occurs, which appears to us to be of
the supernatural order, it nearly always comes to be attributed to the
Lord? Satan is specifically singled out by the Spirit as being equal to
the task of deceiving by means of “signs and wonders.” Paul, an apostle
directly inspired by the Holy Spirit and one having an abundant
measure of the supernatural power of the Spirit (2 Cor. 12:1ff), warned:
“For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming themselves
into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan himself is
transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no great thing if his
ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose
end shall be according to their works” (2 Cor. 11:13-15).

If Satan is bent on deceit, and surely is its master, why should we
fail to acknowledge this, for his is doing precisely what the Word of
God says he will do, and for the specified purpose—that of deceiving
those who dwell on the earth? Further, if the “sign” or “wonder” did
not appear to be from God, how then would it serve its satanic end? We
cannot know whether or not a thing is from the Lord unless we resort
to the Word of the Lord, and by this Word all “spirits” and “teachings”
are to be tested (1 Jn. 4:1).

THE SALACIOUS SLANT OF SATAN
Satan comes disguised as an “angel of light!” He is many things,

but he is certainly no fool in this regard. He knows better than to reveal
his true identity. During World War II, German troops donned the
uniforms of dead American soldiers, infiltrated their lines and de-
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stroyed from within. Our enemies did this in Korea and Vietnam—and,
they are doing it today in the Middle East. Con men do not approach
you dressed as a construction worker if their “con” involves them in
their role as a stockbroker or real estate executive. If Satan can use his
powers to turn men from the truth; if he can infiltrate their thought
processes, then he can destroy from within. The Word of God reads as
it has always read. Everything else is chaff compared to the wheat (Jer.
23:28). Satan will do all in his cunning and deceptive power to make
men think that things are not as they are, that they are saved when they
are lost, and will transform himself into an angel of light to serve his
purposes (2 Cor. 11:14).

Another slant of Satan is the tactic of “divide and conquer.” Satan
always has transformed himself into this angel of light and he relent-
lessly always will do so in an attempt to move you away from family,
from brothers and sisters in Christ, and from integrity and honor. He
will do anything in his sordid power to convince you to break away.

A true “angel of light” in the context of this lesson obviously refers
to anyone, any group or any situation that would cause you to act on
something which is not Christian. The fact is, the capacity for every
type of sin resides in each of us. We may not have done it, but chances
are, we have thought about it! Please remember that whenever your
weaker nature seems to be rising to the forefront that the great deceiver
must TRANSFORM himself into that which will tarnish us and
diminish our Christian character. But, our Lord Jesus Christ HAS NO
NEED TO TRANSFORM HIMSELF. He is already there! He is in the
position sought by Satan and his disciples.

THE SUBTLE DECEIVER
Most of us have mustered enough determination to win a round or

two in our fight with the devil. However, Jesus warns: “When the
unclean spirit is gone out of a man, he walketh through dry places,
seeking rest; and finding none” (Lk. 11:24). The evil spirit of the devil
is the depraved and opposite twin of the Holy Spirit of God. Please do
not misunderstand what I am saying. By his very nature, he is also able
to indwell human beings. He cannot be satisfied simply walking
“about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8). The blackest deed
of all was done because “Satan entered Judas, surnamed Iscariot, who
was numbered among the twelve” (Lk. 22:3, NKJV). Saint, Bible class
teacher, elder, deacon, preacher, atheist, agnostic—Satan is no respecter
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of persons. Brethren, “it is no great thing if his ministers also be
transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose end shall be
according to their works” (2 Cor. 11:15).

THE HOUSE OF SATAN
So, where does the sordid prince of this world dwell? Remember,

the superstition of 2007 is that Satan hangs out in bad places and gets
only bad people. That is not true. Bars, Chat Rooms, My Space,
overnight get-togethers at a friend’s house for a mixed-couple-frolic
when the parents are away—all these provide a good atmosphere for
Satan’s shindig. Yet, when it comes to a place of comfort and rest—not
a place simply to visit, but a place to call home—nothing will prevent
this shameless transformer from heading directly to an inviting human
heart.2

THE PERSISTENCE OF EVIL
The devil can be discouraged, the devil can be driven out, the devil

can be overcome—but the devil cannot be destroyed. He is always
lurking about, looking for the opportunity to make a counterattack and
regain lost ground. What better way to do this than to have these
devilish angels turn the most faithful child of God from his appointed
way. Now, he may think that he is serving God. He may be deluded
into being deceived just as Eve when Satan appeared to her and caused
an eternal paradise on earth to be taken away.

Do you ever consider what technique Satan is using on you at this
very moment? We, as members of the church of Christ, are never more
vulnerable than when we forget about Satan, supposing him to be
permanently vanquished. After all, you had resisted him and he was
supposed to flee (Jas. 4:7), but no one told you he would be back bright
and early during the next temptation. Remember the first encounter
Christ had with Satan. About it, Luke reports: “And when the devil had
ended all the temptation, he departed from him for a season” (Lk. 4:13,
emphasis added). The earthly temptations of Christ were not condensed
into a forty day trial in the wilderness. Neither will yours be. It only
takes an instant for this devilish transformation into that angel of light
to occur.

Peter had been constantly with Christ for months, but on the night
of the last supper the Lord warned: “Simon, Simon, behold, Satan hath
desired to have you, that he may sift you as wheat” (Lk. 22:31). Within
a few hours the Seducer had taken up lodging again in the heart of this



Burt Jones 67

strong and rugged fisherman. As the prince of the world he has
tremendous powers to know your heart, your strengths, your weak-
nesses. He is aware of your moments of vulnerability, your complexes
and eccentricities. If you have overcome the sensualism of youth, he
will smoothly transform and snarl you in the materialism of middle age.
If you have cleansed yourself of vile sins of the flesh, he will fill you
with contempt for those people yet contaminated. If you have obeyed
the Gospel, Satan, in a bizarre way, will inflate you with pride at this
achievement. Christ warned that Satan can “shew great signs and
wonders; insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very
elect” (Mt. 24:24).

No, Satan has not forgotten you merely because you once re-
nounced him in favor of the reign of Christ. So, how long has it been
since you prayerfully contemplated the technique this persistent evil is
using on you now? He thinks about you all day long. What a colossal
advantage you give up when you never seriously consider the devil.3

I am presently preparing a lesson for the great Schertz Lectureship
on Jeremiah. He was called to service during the saddest hour of sin
and shame of Israel. God gave him a twofold commission: “to pluck up
and to break down and to destroy and to overthrow, to build and to
plant” (Jer. 1:10, ASV). The work of plucking, breaking, destroying,
and overthrowing has its place. However, it is only a work of prepara-
tion. The only way to eliminate evil permanently is to become absorbed
in active dedication to God. Paul even gave us a Scriptural formula:
“Be not overcome of evil, but overcome evil with good” (Rom. 12:21).

There is absolutely no other way to keep this bogus angel of light
at bay. Only the abiding presence of our God—that I grow to love more
with each passing day—can provide power to permanently withstand
Satan. Jesus said: “Blessed are they which do hunger and thirst after
righteousness: for they shall be filled” (Mt. 5:6).

THE LAST STATE OF MAN
Jesus said that the last state of man becometh worse than the first.

But we forget sometimes what that first state was. Perhaps, the most
dangerous “angel” is the one most difficult to spot. I am speaking of the
stealthy, stalking, night-walking burglars who utilize their newly
transformed beings to prey on your heart and rob you of control just
when you thought you had reached a comfortable cruising speed in
your patient running of the Christian race. No, these are not black-
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cloaked ghouls with hideous blood-curdling screams, which torture and
terrorize you. They are much more terrifying than that. They are the
minions of the prince of this world. After all, “it is no great thing if his
ministers also be transformed as the ministers of righteousness; whose
end shall be according to their works” (2 Cor. 11:15). These devilish
soul-stealers are seemingly kind, apparently loving, whispering
flattering words and sweet promises. They are proverbial wolves in
sheep’s clothing.

We have all known “angels” like this. They say what we want to
hear with an innocence that belies their true intentions. These are
coworkers in the Lord who outwardly praise us, then sabotage our
efforts and take unearned credit. They are the so-called friends who
encourage us to try the drug once—it could not hurt—and then
obligingly sell it to us when we become addicted. They could even be
Gospel preachers, elders or faithful stalwarts of the church of Christ,
who lead you to believe they are acting in your best interest, when in
fact they are not thinking of you at all, but of some selfish agenda
known only to them.4

Recall the first angel of light? He was the serpent in the Garden of
Eden.

Now the serpent was more subtle than any beast of the field
which the Lord God had made. And he said unto the woman,
Yea, hath God said, Ye shall not eat of every tree of the garden?
And the woman said unto the serpent, We may eat of the fruit of
the trees of the garden: But of the fruit of the tree which is in the
midst of the garden, God hath said, Ye shall not eat of it, neither
shall ye touch it, lest ye die. And the serpent said unto the
woman, Ye shall not surely die: For God doth know that in the
day ye eat thereof, then your eyes shall be opened, and ye shall
be as gods, knowing good and evil (Gen. 3:1-5).

This subtle serpent knew exactly how to entice the first man and
woman. He knew that he could twist and distort the truth of God—who
simply wanted His creation to obey because He knew what was best for
them. These angels of light are like clever actors delivering an award-
winning performance. This enemy of Eden preyed on the weaknesses
of Eve and Adam: their desire to be loved and valued, their desire to
feel good in the moment without considering who their Lord had
created them to be. Through my years of preaching, I have attempted
to imagine what that hissing serpent tongue was whispering: “God
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doesn’t want you to eat that fruit because if you do, you’ll be just like
Him! Go ahead. It is the sweetest, juiciest fruit you’ll ever taste!”
Instead of clinging to God’s unchanging hand and trusting Him, the
first couple were blindsided and literally bit into the lies of Satan.5

Brethren, it is the same bite of “apple” we are taking when we
listen to smooth talkers in 2007. They convince us to ignore the love of
God and forget who we are. They beguile us with charm by telling us
what we want to hear at that moment. It is the temptation these
“messengers of light” use to cause us to think we are a very special
human not constrained by the rules of other mortals.

CONCLUSION
Dear reader, you are to strive to be a child of God, never forgetting

that, as His offspring, we are created a little lower than the angels (Ps.
8:4-5). He has given all of us a unique and privileged purpose as a
Christian that belongs to no one who has not obeyed the hiring
requirements. Do not be fooled into compromising your royal identity
as a part of His Priesthood and your peculiar identity to street-smart
angels of light with bright but poisonous apples up their sleeves.

ENDNOTES
1 All Scripture references are taken from the King James Version unless
otherwise noted.
2 William S. Banowsky, Great Preachers of Today (Abilene, TX: Biblical
Research Press, 1967), 11-12.
3 Ibid.
4 Memphis School of Preaching, Class Notes, 1988.
5 Ibid.
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